Oystér Shell Analysis Key

Height in mn, * estimated
Length in mm,  * estimated

Ratio = H/L

-~Ared Index = 0.5 x H x L

Rays
0 Absent
1 Vaguely developed.
2 Strorigly developed
oystér Attchments, counted.
Barnucle Attchments, + Present
Mussel Attchements, + Presernt
Small Boring Sponge
0 Absent
1 1% to 10% of Shell Surface
2 11% to 50%
3 > 50%
Large Boring Sponge:
0 Absent
1 1% to 10 % of Shell Surface
2 11% to 50%
3 > 50%
Mudworms, + Present
Drill, + Present .
Ectoprocts, + Present

Burned, + Present

Edge Damage
Edge
D Dorsal
DA Dorsal/Anterior
A Anterior
AV Anterior/Ventral
V Ventral
VP Ventral/Posterior
P Posterior
PD Posterior/Dorsal
Damage Shape
5 Straight
Convex
Concave
Knife Damage

=0 <0
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Table . Patuxent Point (18CV271) and Compton (18CV279) Oyster Shell Data.

Site 18cve71 18Cv271 18Cve71 18cv271 18Cv279 18CV279 18CV279 18CV271 18Cv271 18CV271 18CV271
Unit - 26084 2104H 2215E 2114E F8-L3 F8-L2 F8-11 1713€ 1713w 1610K 1914E
Age BP 1840a 1450a 9007 9007 301 300 299 290 280 280 270
Number 78 62 156 75 22 45 191 38 111 120 141
Height Mean 69.46 - 74.97 70.14 61.68 80.82 79.51 79.12 64.45 94.45 99.02 71.25
sb 17.92 21.20 20.35 16.29 19.68 21.35 20.72 24.53 25.34 29.58 17.37
Length Mean 48.64 51.21 45.67 44.99 56.59 53.60 58.46 46.26 60.59 61.07 51.71
sD 13.81 14.51 11.84 11.59 12.90 12.28 51.99 9.53 14.59 16.04 13.23
Ratio Mean 1.40 1.41 1.50 1.34 1.39 1.45 1.39 1.35 1.52 1.57 1.35
Sb 0.20 0.18 0.23 0.17 0.21 0.22 0.20 0.15 0.27 0.23 0.19

Area Mean 1798.62 2172.23 1708.30 1470.88 2380.36 2237.51 2264.43 1550.21 3049.00 3229:72 1940.69
SD 981.06 1358.71 938.46 858.53 1089.60 1116.26 1158.07 624.57 1386.27 1673.48 866.02
Rays OnX 37 47 24 39 95 61 29 39 10 46 15 33 64 34 9 2 56 51 38 32 27 19

1 31 40 28 45 48 31 40 53 11 50 28 62 101 53 21 55 47 42 69 58 85 60
2 10 13 9 15 13 8 6 8 1 5 2. 4 26 1 8 21 8 7 13 11 29 21
3 0 o 1.2 0 o0 0_ 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 0 o 00 00 0 0
Attach 0 11 4 7 21 14 4 5 0o 0 0 0 5 3 3 8 2 2 1 1 19 1%
1 64 82 55 89 122 78 63 84 8B 36 29 64 128 67 25 66 66 60 T4 62 106 75
2 13 17 2 3 12 8 8§ 1 7 32 13 29 50 26 10 26 38 34 43 36 14 10
3 0 o0 12 1 1.0 0 7 32 3 7 8 & 00 5 5 2 2 2 1
Barnacle 0 77 99 60 97 154 99 74 99 17 77 34 T6 162 8 36 95 108 97 116 97 134 95
1 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 5 23 11 26 29 15 2 5 3 3 4 3 7 5
2 0 0 1.2 0 0 0 0 0_0 0 o 0 o 0.0 0 0 0 o 0_0
SMBOSP O 35 45 30 4B 77 49 45 60 9 41 18 40 115 60 27 71 28 25 27 23 97 &9
1 16 21 11 18 23 15 16 21 6 27 10 22 34 18 7 18 38 34 34 28 27 19
2 8 10 12 19 26 17 7 9 4 18 13 29 29 15 3 8 27 24 27 23 14 10
3 19 24 9 1530 19 7_9 3 14 4 9 13 7 13 18 16 32 27 3 2
LGBOsP O 54 69 32 52 112 72 63 8 19 89 38 84 159 83 34 90 81 73 58 48 119 84
1 6 8 1% 23 17 1n 3 4 1 5 2 4 15 8 4 11 15 1% 2 17 1 8
2 16 21 11 18 24 15 7 9 2 9 S 11 17 9 0 0 10 9 28 23 11 8
3 2 3 5 8 3_2 2 3 o 0 0o 00 0 o0 5 5 14 12 0 0
Mudworm 0 20 26 26 42 37 24 9 1 1 5 3 7 18 9 8 21712 11 19 16 16 1
1 58_74 36 58 119 76 66 88 21 96 42 93 173 91 30 79 99 89 101 84 125 89
brill 0 76 97 57 92 133 8 72 96 22 100 45 100 189 99 38 100 107 96 118 98 138 98
1 2 3 5 8 23 15 3 4 0 0 0 0 2_ 1 0 _0 b & 2 2 3 2
Ectoprot 0 78 100 62 100 156 100 75 100 20 91 41 91 175 92 35 92 109 98 114 95 141 99
1 0_0 00 0 0 0_o 29 4 9 16 8 3 8 2 2 6 5 11
Burned O 78 100 62 100 153 98 55 73 21 96 42 93 186 97 34 90 111 100 120 100 136 97
1 0o o 6 0 3 2 20 27 1.5 3 7 5 3 41 o 0 0_o0 5 &4
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Pcluxent Point: Prelimincry Repcri - 3

floral, faunal and shell remains was included in-the proposal for
those contexts for which such analysis was appropriate. The latter
analyses were intended for the contents of the intact features.

REPORT
A report of the results of the investigations, following the
format specified in the Guidelines for Archeological
Investigations in Maryland will be prepared after all the
laboratory analysis is complete.

“Results of the Field Work

The field work was adjusted somewhat to accomodate some
unforeseen circumstances. It was discovered in consultation with the
Southern Maryland Regional archeeologist that a complete surface
collection of the area previously investigated by Otter was desired.
Since only the feature excavations had been allowed for in the
budget calculations for this area it was necessary to eliminate the

‘surface collection in Area C, and reduce the scope of subsurface

testing in other areas to complete this work. Area D, as defined
here, includes all of the area previously surveyed by Otter, as well
as an additional portion of that field not covered under the earlier
contract. This is done to make the survey areas congruent with the
hedge rows and field margins found in the field.

ARFAD
EXCAVATIONS

Complete excavation of three features and a partial excavation
of a fourth was achieved. These four features were located in the
northwest corner of area. A fifth feature, indicated further to the
southeast on Otter's map (Otter 1987, Figure C-7), could not be
relocated from surface indications. The intact portions of Features 1
and 2 (sece Figure 4) were completely removed, placed in plastic
garbage bers and returned to the Thunderbird Fatility for
waterscreening, flotation and artifact analysis. The plowzone over
Feature 2 was dry screened in the field, but this procedure was too
time consurning, and was not applied in other locations. A portion of
Feature 3 was placed in plastic bags and returned to the lab, but
this feature proved to be too large (more than 10° in diameter — see
Fizure S) to complete , so only a portion of it was collected. Feature
4 (Figure 4) was dry-screened through quarter-inch mesh, and all
artifects and bone collected.

No analysis has been completed at this date of the excavated
materials from the features in Area D, but some observations were




Potuxoent Peinl: Proliminsry Report - 4

made in the field and during preliminary laboratory processing.
Oysters dominate the shellfish species in the pit fills. Clams and
snails are present in much lesser amounts. Noticeable amounts of
faunal material are present in each of the features; mammals
appear more conspicuous than fish although both are present. Each
contained Mockley ceramics of the Middle Woodland Period, easily
recognized from their thick, shell tempered plain and net marked
sherds. Other ceramics, including a thinner cord marked type, and
lithic debitage were present in the features.

CONTROLLED SURFACE (OLLECTION
The entire field surrounding the head of the ravine in area D
(Figures 6 and 7) was plowed, and a large proportion of it was
subject to controlled surface collection in 20' wide strips. This
includes all of the area surveyed by Otter, as well as the west side
of the ravine head not previously surveyed. Artifacts were scarce in
the center section of this area, so only alternate strips were collected.

Prehistoric artifacts were scattered throughout the area
collected in varying intensity (Figure 6). Several 20' by 20' units
contained five or more artifacts, but these were likewise scattered
throughout the area, and no real clustering larger than the twenty
foot collection units was observed. It should be noted that, if
anything, the intensity of surface artifacts is somewhat diminished
in the area where the features were located, pointing to the need for
caution in assuming a direct correlation between surface artifact (as
opposed to shell) indications and this category of feature. It seems
possible that the glightly greater intensity of artifacts further to the
southeast is associated with the remains of structures or other
dwelling features, which would logically have been somewhat
removed from the trash pits. If such features were present and
their remains preserved below the plowzone in the form of postholes
they would be particularly significant since although pit features
from the Middle Woodland have been investirated previously, little is
known of other aspects of the spatlal orgamzat.lon of occupations
from this period.

By contrast, materials from the historic period showed rather
clear—cut clustering along the west side of the head of the ravine,
and particularly to the southwest (Figure 7). Otter had identified
some clustering of historic materials on the west side of his survey
area, east of the clustering noted here. He suggested that the site
represented a late nineteenth or early twentieth century occupation
associated with the structure that appears on the US.G.S. '
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